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The repetitive parterns of medieval Arabic diplomatic correspondence are colored
by metaphor and rheterical exaggeration. Here, facis are the one half-pennyworth
of bread im an intolerable deal of sack, and to this general rule the Hatgin letter is
ne exception. Not surprisingly, i1 is @ triumph song rather than a battlefield
communigud, bui in spite of this it supplies a clue thar is essential 1o an
understanding of the batrle. The letter tells us that the crusaders occupied “one of
the warers™ during their advance on Tiberias. If this is accepied as referring 1o the
spring by the site of the village of Tur'dn, the detail transforms what is atherwise
imexplicably foolish generalship into a militarily acceprable. if unforiunate, tactical
plan.

What is given here is a transcription of MS. arabe 6024 in the Bibliothéque
Navionale of Faris. A full critical study has yet to be made of the manuscript
iradition of Saladin’s letters and, until this has been done, individual rranscriptions
must be treated with some reserve. The present state of rescarch, however, suggesis
thai, although individual words or phrases may be subject 1o alteration in a final
edition, it is highly unlikely that the few facts presented here will be altered in any

way.
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her letter to the glorious piwan, giving an account of the capture of
Another ¢

Tiberias.

d etuate the days of the glorious Pruphefic Diwdn; ‘may its
May God perp ‘e that Islamic precepts are fulfilled. while the armies of its
e En?:; victorious hosts, trail the skirts of defeat; may its horsemen
:::::li]::; f;:tgamu]{:ts hung round the necks of fortresses; may its enemies not
cease [90b] from finding the cup of death poured out where swords are flﬂ‘i'-fcrs.
whose calix is the scabbard, while its victorious army travels on t:ag]cs wings
under the clouds, with the birds of fate hovenng a::ﬂund the s'ltreamln g swords in
the blazing fire of noon, while God's encompassing mercy is found where the
sword hilts betray the swords.

The servant has sent this message of service from the outpost of Acre, may
Almighty God preserve it, which has smiled at our arrival, as the night of
unbelief cleared from around it. We came to it and it gave us to drink from what
the Hanefite religion had shaken down for it of the saliva of satisfaction. The
domain of Islam has expanded; its helpers and its warriors move freely, while the A
fears of the unbelievers are confirmed and their fate is near. The standards of
clear victory are fluttering and the gleam of God's sword has terrified the i

pﬂl}"lhll:l}sts. G?d has seen to the lifting up of the minaret of the Nasirid dawla, “
the raising of its fire, and the bringing down of its enemies in disgrace, while its =
pens have recited its insignia on the pulpits of its fingers. i
The scTvant advanced to the Wooden Bridge on such-and-such a day, having o
collected armies [Q;a] for which the vast plain was too na rrow, darkening the eye e
?f the sun with their dust cloud when they marched. He set off for the land of ﬂu: -*‘3
oc with ;I;: army of Heraclius and the resolution of Alexander when the ’;_1
desertion of the Count, may God curse him, his hypocrisy and his hﬂﬂklﬂlﬂf '_,__
covenants became clear, this bej : ” vy 4 L
flourisk: i ing when his position became re-established and
ke Og amongst his own damned people, 2 o "f; e
servant attacked Tiberias j j e e e
and assaulting it in a rage. gy in the morning, deflowering it with the sworg

. : People were scattered, being ei Captu
killed, a::u ;h:y had no time to allow them to use dcn:pﬁlgﬁ :::II;L :
, _ ;1' fmﬂ a-'l;:d bc:zt:.r were ?:i::.r.l. together with heaped piles of go
i silver i _ Xuries, in quantities past all counting,
_‘ thoughts of gratitude ang reliance (on God), Xl

4ssed hosts of the Franks came 'j:.h; unbelievers
Misguidedness, The k; 3 search of )
a1 Y 3 A .'l'.l.-\. 1 .-. Ku‘l mmﬂ:hﬁ'h
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Jawn was about to break on the night of unbelief. Wh
had turned the town upside down 2 rousing its sleepers b;nt:: ;lwflb] thm.“
the heedless, he set up the Cross, nat realizing TR,

that whoever su -
: . : Pports '
will be cast down and that what he constructs in his error is more fra _:ﬂlhstlc:
5pid|:r'":i web. gile than g

The hawks of his infantry and the eagles of his caval

water and he "mk_M Wwaters by marching to it and turning aside, But h
devil seduced him ¥ into doing the GPPOSITE of what he had in mind andrmad: :E
seem good to him what was not his (real) wish and intention. So he left the wm::
and set out towards Tiberias, deciding, through pride and arrogance, 1o take his
revenge.

ry hovered around the

The servant then sent his nephew, Taqi al-Din, and Muzaffar al-Din to the
water, which they seized, and had they found him camped there, they would
have dyed the water red with the blood of the damned infidels and seized him,
He remained beleaguered, unable to flee and not allowed to stay. The servant
kindled against him fire, giving ofl sparks, a reminder of what God has prepared
for them in the next world. He then met them in battle, when the fires of thirst
had tormented them and God had requited them for their past evils, assaulting
them with His violence. The hooves of the horses [92a] produced a sky of dust,
whose stars were lance points. The eagles of the (Muslim) horse flew at them,
their fore-feathers being their legs, and the talons their bridles. The eyes of the
spears were directed at their hearts, as though they were looking for their inmost
parts. Rivers of swords sought out their livers, as though wanting to water what
was diseased there. They drank the cup of fate when the sides of the sword
blades came to water and the spears courted them. The horses hooves massed
dust clouds for them; showers of arrows, shooting out sparks, were sent down on
them, merged together by the thunder of neighing horses, with the lightning of

i 1 ide them. _
pﬂm ;T m 51;931: humﬂw tlgu'fnnune was ;m:;liﬂ{
against them, he turned back, saying: "1 have Mthig;;::;hnﬁdem and the
you do not m“‘iﬂpnﬂwhﬂﬁﬂmﬂﬂdﬁd them B o o the Hane fite

 faith and the triumph of its squadrons. L hoodhad

% There now _'ﬁim-wh;t_hpfoﬂlﬁ%!‘!#““‘"‘_hﬁ feiid
T Sy - ompanions dismounted from horssback and
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they hoped. The arrow birds were restored to the quiver nests: the eyes of the

spears were directed to the stars (which gleamed) like them, complaining of the
drought of their joints. The horses neighed in anger where their legs were not

stained with Frankish blood and the earth longed for their hoof prints to
ornament iL. as crescent moons ornament the sky, by circling over it. Sovereignty

belonged to the sword-hilt and its blade did not pass beyond necessary justice.

The King was captured, and this was a hard day for the unbclt:“:rs." 'I_'he
Prince, may God curse him, was taken and the servant harvested his seed, killing
him with his own hand and so fulfilling his vow. A number of the leaders of his
state and the great men of his false religion were taken prisoner, while the dead
numbered more than forty thousand. Not one of the Templars survived. It was a
day of grace, on which the woll and the vulture kept company, while death and
captivity followed in turns. The unbelievers [93a] were tied together in fetters,
astride chains rather than stout horses.

On such-and-such a day we advanced against the outpost of Acre, coming up
to fight its garrison. They sought refuge in a (request for) quarter, which we
granted them, in accordance with Muslim custom. We entered the town on such-
and-such a day. thanking God for this great gift and acknowledging to Him, the
Great and Glorious, the extent of this vast and universal benefit.

Glory to God, who has raised up and exalted the word of faith and has
preserved "Abbasid authority, taking it into His charge, adorning and gilding the
career of al-Nasir with these triumphs and blotting out the sign of the unbelief
with that of Islam.® to which He has added sweetness.
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